
2019 Oilapalooza Workshops (Sneak Peak) 
 

Please note: Information provided here is tentative and subject to change; full workshop details 
including instructors, location and registration info will be released on Monday, August 12th. 

All workshops feature hands-on activities, so please dress appropriately (closed-toed shoes and clothing 
that can get dirty). Some workshops include outside activities and will take place rain or shine, so please 
plan accordingly. Remember that transportation is not provided to and from workshops; however, detailed 
directions to meeting locations will be provided. All workshops will be held in the general Eureka/Arcata 
area on Thursday, October 17th, with some being offering for the AM session (8:30-11:30am), some for 
the PM session (1pm-4pm), and a select few may be offered for both sessions.  

Workshops 
 
OWRMD Walkthrough  

A hands-on walk through of the Oiled Wildlife Rehabilitation Medical Database (OWRMD) and 
OWCN Express. In this workshop, we will follow the progress of patients through a Primary Care 
Facility, from intake to release, using an online database system developed specifically for spill 
response. Attendees will learn to navigate the database and record important patient data in this 
unique system that will soon be OWCN’s primary method for capturing animal-related information 
during oil spill response. 

 
Enclosure Set-Up for Various Taxa 

This workshop will guide participants through the important elements needed when setting up 
enclosures for various taxa, including rodents, semi-aquatic mammals, aquatic birds, raptors, 
medium mammals, etc. 

 
Introduction to Cleaning Oiled Birds 

This wet lab will introduce participants to basic principles and techniques for cleaning birds 
contaminated with petroleum products. It will include discussion of history, cleaning methods, basic 
equipment, safety, principles of surfactants, and pre-treating agents. Participants will also have the 
opportunity to clean “oiled” feathers and carcasses of different species in an OWCN purpose-
designed washroom. 

 
Semi-Aquatic Mammal Cleaning  

This workshop offers an informative presentation on washing and drying semi-aquatic mammals 
(river otters, beavers, muskrats), followed by a hands-on tutorial in an OWCN purpose-designed 
washroom. 

 
 



 
Marine Mammal Identification and Response  

This workshop will offer an introduction to the marine mammal stranding network and CA marine 
mammal identification, followed by a hands-on opportunity to learn about dead marine mammal 
identification and response. 

 
Hazing and Exclusion Strategies for Inland Taxa  

This workshop will introduce participants to the variety of techniques used to help deter wildlife 
from approaching or entering a spill area. Included will be demonstrations of both active hazing 
techniques and passive exclusionary devices to accomplish this important goal. 
 

Reducing Stress for Human and Non-human Animals During Spill Response 
Stress is a part of every oiled wildlife response, no matter how small. It’s an issue not only for 
responders, but even more so for the oiled patients in our care. This workshop will focus on the 
mechanics and effects of stress in both human and non-human animals, and how that stress can 
impact an animal’s chance of survival. With a focus on birds, we will discuss how to identify stress 
in our wild patients so we can reduce their stress during each part of a response. We will also talk 
about the impacts of stress on humans during an oil spill and provide tips and tricks for managing 
stress so you can continue to provide the best care to the animals. 
 

Turtle and Tortoise Natural History, Husbandry and Techniques 
Through lecture and hands on experiences, participants will learn about turtles and tortoises that may 
be affected by oil spills. Identification, natural history & husbandry / cage set up for western pond 
turtles & desert tortoises will be presented. Common clinical techniques will be discussed along with 
basic clinical anatomy. Physical exam & washing of oiled turtles will be demonstrated and practiced 
using carcasses.  

 
Capture Techniques and Strategies for Inland Taxa 

This workshop will provide participants the opportunity to see a variety of methods used to trap 
wildlife species found at inland spills for evaluation or transport. The workshop 
will also discuss methods for handling and evaluating different inland species. 

 
All-Terrain Vehicle Certification/Refresher Training 

This workshop will be held at the Samoa Dunes Recreation Area, with access to ATV’s provided by 
the OWCN and CDFW OSPR. One session will focus on providing the hands-on portion of the ATV 
Safety Institute’s training course (online components will need to be completed prior to 
Oilapalooza), allowing participants to complete and receive their ATV RiderCourse certificate. 
Another session will allow for participants with a currently active ATV certification to refresh their 
skills during a free ride session.  

 
 


